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The President’s Perspective

everal years ago, my brother and I had the chance to

minister in Alaska during the winter months. That

was our first invitation to Alaska, and I was excited to
be there just a few weeks before the start of the great
Iditarod dogsled race.

On the last leg of our flight from Salt Lake City to
Anchorage, the stewardess spoke to a stocky gentleman
behind me and assured him that his dogs were onboard. I was
excited that behind me sat a real life, dogsled musher. I
looked up over the seat and asked the man if he was entered
into the Iditarod. He acknowledged he was, and I followed
up with a second question: “Have you ever done very well
in the race.” Iknew I had asked the wrong question when
people in the same row started looking at each other. The
man only spoke one line: “My name is Rick Swenson.”

That is all he had to say for anyone from Alaska to
know the answer to my question - for Rick Swenson, still
to this day, is the all time winner of that famous 1049 mile
dogsled race. He is known as the “King of the Iditarod”, and his name simply says:
“I have won this long enduring race 5 times.”

At 59 years of age, Rick Swenson has completed 26 Iditarod races, and he is
signed up for Iditarod XXXVIII this winter.

Endurance...yes, that is the life of a musher. Endurance should also be the
trait of a Christian. “I’ve fought a good fight” says Paul. Another place is recorded
“I press toward the mark.” The Christian life is not a dash, it is a marathon. The
Christian life is not a weekend seminar, it is a lifetime commitment to Christ.

Name recognition...that may never in this life happen for the Christian. But
the One we serve has the greatest of all recognition. “And his name shall be called

Wonderful...and thou shalt call his name Jesus.”

P.S. Although, because of our departure my conversation with Rick Swenson was
brief, I sure am glad that I had a gospel tract in my pocket that day.
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Helping in the Orient

ur ministry in China began 27 years ago when the
Lord laid the burden of this vast region of preciou
souls on the hearts of my wife, Melody and myself.
Heritage became a part of my life when in
the late 1980’s Dr. Russell Dennis, Sr. helped me finish the &
needed Master of Arts to assist in my ministry in China as g
an English teaching missionary.

We went over to China as fledgling missionaries,
and God has helped us to spend 25 years in teaching the Chinese and in pastoring
churches in three locations. The people are so needy and very steeped in their mystical
religions, yet with time and patience the Gospel does reach their hearts.

Only a few years ago, Heritage again was a great help in furthering my
influence in the country. I called Russell Dennis, Jr., and spoke to him about the need
for higher level documentation for my ministry. This came at a very critical time, and
Heritage assisted me by bestowing an honorary Doctor’s degree. This degree, which
may seem a small thing to some, proved greatly beneficial to our ministry.

Although I was thousands of miles away, I heard of the challenges to the
college. I called several times to encourage
the administration, and I thank the Lord that
men have committed themselves to continue
this important ministry.

Heritage still remains a help to us.
Some people may think of this college as only
training young people...but I am an example
of the benefits a good Bible college can be to

others in the Lord’s work.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Your work and ministry is vital and a
great blessing to so many!

In Christ,

Dr. Wayne Purcell
waynepurcell@gmail.com

He who does most, lives most. He who lives most, gives most.
- Eddie Rickenbacker
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Meet Our Students

assie Surface was saved in 2005 during SWS (student wife scholarship) has
a revival in her Christian school. That allowed her to continue her studies.

summer, at Hoosier Hills Baptist Camp

she surrendered to full time ministry, Along with her

and began planning to serve the Lord classes, Cassie helps in the

with her life. local Christian school, and
looks forward to the day that

A couple of years later Cassie, she can use her education

as a part-time student at Heritage degree in a full time manner

Baptist College, married her husband

“We are so thankful

continued to serve the Lord. for our preacher, Pastor Kent

Justin, and together they have

) Kirchmeyer, our church, and for all
Justin has three more semesters before

. . ) those who have made our training
he finishes his Bible degree, and Cassie has

experience at Heritage Baptist College
gone on to become a full time student. The P 5 P g

such a blessing.” |

AA& Children’s Ministry Conference

Do you want to have exciting Sunday School
HERIT AGE and Children’s classes? Plan to attend and send
BAPTIST COLLEGE your teachers to learn proven ways of
successful teaching and presenting the Gospel.

952 W State Road 44 Better teaching = Interested students.

Franklin, IN 46131
Date: March 12 - 13

Time: Friday evening and ' day Saturday
Place: Heritage Baptist College

Email: news@hbcindiana.com Speaker: Dr. & Mrs. Bobby Brown
Web: www.hbcindiana.com

Phone: 317-738-3791
Fax: 317-738-2686




